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Our Mission Statement: 
 

           We are seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit,  

         and the faithful response of our congregation to: 

  Spread God’s Word, 

  Reach out to the community and world by  

              imitating Christ’s service, 

  Share the comfort of knowing Jesus Christ, and 

 Grow in the knowledge and love of God in Christ. 
 

 

Web site – www.BethelUCCwat.org        e-mail BethelUCCwat@sbcglobal.net                                                                                    

But it’s a dry heat... 
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               Pastor:  Charles Shields 

Organist: Teri Lynn Barnaby 

Secretary:  Craig Barnaby 

Custodian: Renee Inglsbee 
 

Ushers 
 

Mary Wellemeyer and Rose Sanko 
 
 

Greeter  
 

Virginia Hudnell 
 

Communion Servers 
 

Rita Milner, Jane Ellen Bussard,  
Dot Sherrit, Shirley Milligan 

Council Members 
 

Lance Shew   President  

Gary Bussard   Financial Sec. 

Jane Ellen Bussard   Treasure  

Nola Shew   Recording Secretary 

 

Council Liaisons 
 

Property 

Shirley Milligan & Dorothy Sherrit 

Missions/Christian Education 

Rita Milner  

Finance 

Council at Large 

Fellowship/Membership/Worship 

Military Prayer Requests 
Sr. Medical Technician Penny Barker 

Sr. Airman Crew Chief Nicholas Barker 
SPC Benjamin Duhamel 

PV2 Eric Strewart 
HM1 Michelle Teschner 

—1st Class Petty Officer 
SGT. Brandon Yarbrough 

PFC Robert Yarbrough 

 

Mission of the Month 
 

 

School Supplies 

 

 

 
Bethel Ministry of Prayer   

                                 Here at Bethel 
 

Lillian Bailey, Bettie Kluesner,  
Kathy Petrik,  Chris Struthers 
 Joan Matthews, Rita Milner 

Peggy Austin 

 
 

Bethel’s Search Committee  
  

 Gary Bussard 
  Lee Collins       

 Shirley Milligan         
  Rita Milner                            

  Dorothy Sherrit 
  Nola Shew 

   
      

Bethel Friends  
 

David Dinger, Todd Hensel,  
Pat Howell (Shirley Milligan’s Sister) 
Ryan Morrissey, Betty Jean Mulanix, 

Carol Lyon, Carol Shew 
Dwayne & Betty Baker 

(Pastor Baker’s In-Laws) 
 



 

 

August No-Gossip Column 
 

     I told you in one of my “No-Gossip” columns that I never wanted this column to be about me but 
always about you, the people I love who happen to attend Bethel United Church of Christ.  As I open 
my first column in a very long time I find I’m thinking of myself and how I feel attending BUCC and 
my writing.  I really enjoy writing and I hope you get something from these words.  Remember, they 
are my opinion and the way I see things.  I like to think I’m guided by God in everything I write but 
sometimes I feel selfish and vengeful and I know God doesn’t want me to be that way.  I admit I’m 
guilty, guilty of doing wrong. 
 

When Lance and I came to Bethel in 1978, the church was a lot different, but then so were we.  
Lance was employed full time and I was a full time mom of two teenagers.  We both had our hands 
full.  We had love and a strong faith and little else that mattered.  As the years go by I know that is all 
you really need.  Bethel was functioning thirty two years ago with committees doing the work of the 
church - worship committee, fellowship committee, membership committee, etc.  As a rule there 
were all different members on each committee. Sometimes a person might be on two committees 
but not usually.    
 

Woman’s Fellowship was a very active group at Bethel, not really a committee but a service group 
that made things for charities and hospitals such as cancer pads.  They met once a month to work 
on their current project.  They collected dues and held fundraisers, such as the No-Bake Sale, to 
purchase supplies.  The group held an annual Christmas program for many, many years and it did 
not cost the church anything.  It was wonderful and they did good work for the church.   
 

Besides their service work, the Women’s Fellowship took on the responsibility of “Funeral 
Luncheons”.  This worked very well for many years.  The women were organized, they worked well 
together and this was the last kindness they could do for the family of a Bethel member.  I personally 
was not a member of Women’s Fellowship but I volunteered many times to bring food and be a 
worker at a funeral luncheon.  This was an act of love on our part.  Marge Hotchkiss, president of 
women’s fellowship, continued with two activities as the group’s membership declined.  She 
continued to organize the Christmas Luncheon and the funeral luncheons when requested.  Bethel 
is different now.  We are smaller in number now and the same few people have to do all the hard 
work.  In my opinion, we should let the practice of serving funeral luncheon go, but that is my opinion 
only.  I think we need to stop doing the luncheon while we are still proud of what we did and not 
resent the practice of serving that last meal.  I can not be the one to say STOP.  We need to meet 
with the ladies of the church and decide what is best for Bethel.  So after church some Sunday, why 
don’t we all get together back at the Lois, Shirley, Iris table and talk it over.  I will be glad to lead the 
discussions and then write about what we have decided in the newsletter.  Marge has done a 
wonderful job taking notes and documenting each and every funeral luncheon.  I brought the “book” 
home with me to see how long she has been doing this and I was amazed.  The oldest entry I could 
find was Nov. 1987 and there may be other books.  Marge has been doing this for over 23 years.  I 
think she deserves to retire, don’t you. Again, my opinion. 
 

Things are different here at Bethel, true but there are some things the same.  Here at BUCC we 
have love and a strong faith and nothing else matters. 
 

Our office assistant, Craig told me that I could write more than one page for my No-gossip column.  
He said he can handle it.  I don’t know if I can handle writing more than one page, we will see.  Soon 
there will be a new web page for us to use and that will be fun.  Craig says I can put our No-gossip 
column on the web page myself.  So I plan to write a column every month.  See you on page two. 
 



 

 The other night, I think it was Thursday, just before it started to rain, I was looking out the front 
picture window and I saw hundreds of flashing lights close to the ground.  Now that is something in 
God’s world that doesn’t change.  What is the deal with those lightning bugs, anyway?  I mean, 
here is this rather ordinary looking flying insect, but wait ... it has a glow-in-the-dark rear end!  
What was God thinking? 
 

I'm sure science has all kinds of explanations about how this fluorescent fanny is useful for mating 
and other stuff, but why did God choose to make the lightning bug glow? 
 

There may be some crucial purpose for the lightning bug that I don't know about, but I have a 
feeling it may be quite simple. 
 

I wonder if when God was creating all the animals and everything round us, He came up with the 
idea of the lightning bug and said, "The kids are gonna love this." 
 

We know that God loves us enough to create all the things we need to survive, but does God love 
us so much He created some things just to make us smile? 
 

Just seeing lightning bugs takes me back to those warm summer nights of my youth in Indiana.  I'd 
be running around the back yard with my empty Mason jar, racing toward the flashing lights all 
around me.  I can still feel the joy and hear the laughter echoing through my memories.  Lightning 
bugs were as much a part of summer as fireworks, fresh tomatoes, and big ice-cold slabs of juicy 
watermelon.  (I also have a theory of why God created watermelon seeds the perfect size to spit, 
but that is another story.) 
 

God created so much diversity in this world, much more than is needed for mere survival.  He 
made all of this for us, and He wants us to enjoy it.  Sometimes we get so busy surrounding 
ourselves with man-made goods that we don't notice the living tapestry God has laid out all around 
us.  How sad!! 
 

I guess lightning bugs do have a purpose after all.  They are a reminder of a creative God who 
loves us so much; He'd even paint the rear end of a bug just to see us smile. 
 

  A candle’s but a simple thing, 
  It starts with just a bit of string. 
  Yet dipped and dipped with patient hand, 
  It gathers wax upon the strand 
  Until, complete and snowy white, 
  It gives at last a lovely light. 
  Life seems so like that bit of string; 
  Each deed we do a simple thing, 
  Yet day by day if on life’s strand 
  We work with patient heart and hand 
  It gathers joy, makes dark days bright, 
  And gives at last a lovely light. 
    (Clara B. Thurston) 
 

 Youseetimmy: Sincerity makes the very least person to be of more 
 value than the most talented hypocrite.  (Charles Spurgeon) 
 
    Nola WFIM (With Foot In Mouth) 
  



 

  

Here you go - events in August you may have forgotten. 
 

 
1 30 BC - Octavian (later known as Augustus) enters Alexandria, Egypt, bringing it under  

      the control of the Roman Republic.  

2 1552 - Treaty of Passau: Emperor Charles V accepts Lutheran religion 

3 1852 - 1st intercollegiate rowing race, Harvard beats Yale by 4 lengths 

4 1821 - 1st edition of Saturday Evening Post (publishes until 1969)  

5 1864 - Spectrum of a comet observed for 1st time, by Giovanni Donati 

6 1661 - Holland sells Brazil to Portugal for 8 million guilders 

7 1782 - George Washington creates Order of Purple Heart 

8 1585 - John Davis enters Cumberland Sound in search of the Northwest Passage 

9 1173 - Construction of the Tower of Pisa 

10 1833 - Chicago incorporates as a village of about 200 

11 3114 BC - The Mesoamerican Long Count calendar, used by several pre-Colombian  

         Mesoamerican civilations, notably the Mayans, begins 

12 1851 - Isaac Singer patents sewing machine 

13 1889 - William Gray patents coin-operated telephone 

14 1908 - The first beauty contest is held in Folkestone, England. 

15 1858 - Regular mail to Pacific coast begins 

16 1812 - Gen Hull surrenders Detroit & Michigan territory to England 

17 1788 - Losantville, OH (now Cincinnati) founded 

18 1872 - 1st mail-order catalog issued by A M Ward 

19 1849 - NY Herald reports gold discovery in California 

20       2 - Venus-Jupiter in conjunction-Star of Bethlehem 

21 1883 - Providence shuts out Phillies 28-0 

22 1851 - Yacht "America" wins 1st Royal Yacht Squadron Cup (America's  Cup) 

23 1883 - Phillies make 27 errors against Providence (wild pitches, walks & pass balls count 

  as errors prior to 1888) 

24 1853 - 1st potato chips prepared by Chef George Crum (Saratoga Springs NY) 

25   325 - Council of Nicaea ends with adoption of the Nicene Creed establishing the 

   doctrine of the Holy Trinity  

26   580 - Chinese invents toilet paper 

27 1783 - 1st hydrogen balloon flight (unmanned); reaches 900 m altitude 

28 1830 - 1st locomotive in US, "Tom Thumb," runs from Balt to Ellicotts Mill 

29 1885 - Gottlieb Daimler receives German patent for a motorcycle 

30 1901 - Hubert Cecil Booth patents vacuum cleaner 

31 1889 - Start of Sherlock Holmes adventure "Cardboard Box" (BG) 



 

 

Please see next page 

Council News, August 2010 
 
Pastor's Report: 

Pastor Charlie will be leaving us on August 10, 2010.  His last service will be August 8.  On the 
one hand, we will miss him but on the other hand, he will not have the long commute between 
Bethel and his home in Grand Rapids. 
 

Finance:  
The audit of the 2009 books is complete with no anomalies noted. 
Gary Bussard has ordered the pledge envelopes for 2011 (next year already). 
They cost less if ordered early. 
Howard Mose family had requested that memorials for him be sent to Canterbury.  The council 
voted to forward the memorials received by Bethel to Canterbury as well. 

 
Mission / Christian Ed: 

The Julie K Run brought in $205 for Open Door In June. 
The July focus is on food for Lighthouse.  With children being out of school during the summer, 
the need for food goes up. 
The mission for August will be collecting school supplies.  Many stores have those things on 
sale during July and August so your dollar goes further.  Dot Sherrit will see if Beaumont 
School next door can use what we collect. 
The money no t used to send packages to Penny Barker in May will be put into the Bethel’s 
General Fund 
The Penny Bucket loose change collection for Lighthouse will continue through Labor Day.  
That bucket is getting heavy! 
Splash Kingdom rehearsals are going very well. Be sure to reserve Friday Aug. 6, 7:00 pm and 
come to the show. 
 
Kathy Barker, our volunteer Christian Ed Leader, has moved to Illinois, but we are looking for-
ward to Kathy Petrik taking over the position this fall.  Craig is inundating her with Christian Ed 
information brochures that come into the office. 
In the meantime, Sunday Splash Kingdom rehearsals are extended to 45 minutes instead of 30 
and Lauren Petrik is teaching the children following the children’s sermon. 

  
Fellowship / Membership / Worship: 

Greeter for August:    Virginia Hudnell 
Ushers for August: Mary Wellemeyer and Rose Sanok 
Communion servers August 1:  Rita Milner, Dot Sherrit 
      Shirley Milligan, Jane Ellen Bussard 
The July 29 Adult Dinner Will be a Chung’s on M-59 with Teri and Craig Barnaby hosting. 
The ladies luncheon will be on August 19 at some place yet unknown as of this article. 
 
The church picnic is planned for Aug. 29.  The families of the Splash Kingdom children will be 
invited. 



 

 

Craig Barnaby would like to prepare breakfast for the church on Sunday Sept. 5 (Labor Day 
Weekend).  Watch for a list for the supplies he will need.  The last time he cooked breakfast 
for the church, it was spectacular. 

 
Property: 

The lawn sprinkler pump has been installed.  It will be turned on at irregular intervals. 
The council members traded summer and winter flowers in the cabinets in fellowship hall so 
Julie Stickley can use appropriate flowers when she changes the arrangements on the altar. 
The cracks in the parking lot are being sprayed to kill the grass and weeds.  They should be 
filled with tar afterwards. 

 
Other items discussed: 

The Search Committee met with Diane Baker to ask if she would be interested in serving 
Bethel as Pastor.  She and the Search Committee are to meet with the Association Minister, 
Rev. Thom Webster, to make sure that she could be a candidate for Bethel.  Her Call would 
still have to be approved by the full council AND the congregation.  Diane has preached at 
Bethel two times as a pulpit supply pastor. 
 
The council approved switching our website host from our current host to “Connected 
Word”.  Our current host, ”Blue Host” uses extremely complicated software – the instruction 
manual is over 1300 pages -  and Craig has been unable to update the site for months. 
Connected Word hosts sites for churches, choruses, and other organizations that need to 
update their sites frequently without a lot of agony.  The cost is higher but will be offset by a 
significant reduction in our phone bill which included a “website” that was of no use to 
Bethel.  Watch for an announcement about Bethel going live with the new site. 
 
A church credit card for “on-line” purchases of toner and paper, etc., is still being investi-
gated. 
 
Watch for a new look in the Sunday bulletin starting in September.  More about this later. 
 
The council discussed the problem of people borrowing church property such as chairs and 
tables.  The decision was to only loan things to church members and to suggest a donation 
for the items to be borrowed.  The suggested amounts were chairs – $0.25 and tables - 
$2.00.  A suggestion for any other items would be determined when necessary.  This would 
help defray any replacement costs. 
 

Lance Shew, Council President 
 
p.s. Just a reminder that all are welcome to attend the Council meetings  



 

 
Missions 

 

In June you donated $180.00 towards the Julie K. Run. This money 

goes to support Open Door. 

 

So far in July, two boxes and six bags of various foods were collected 

(and delivered) to the Lighthouse,  as they had asked for help to re-

plenish their pantry. Keep‘em Coming. We’ll deliver additional items 

at the end of the month. 

 

For August we’d like to help young students again as they head for 

school next month.  The designated school will be determined later 

when we find the neediest. 

 

Thanks again for your generous help. 

Mission Committee 

Shirley and Dorothy 

Benevolent Contributions thru April 

 

 Altar Flowers    10.00 

 Baldwin Center           120.00 

 Open Door            150.00 

 Haiti Relief            120.00 

 O.G.H.S.            120.00 

 Grace Centers of Hope          155.00 

 Penny Baker Care Package   286.00 

 Open Door/ Julie K. Run       180.00 

 

Gary Bussard 

Financial Secretary 



 

 

July Memorials 

 

July Memorials 
 

 

In Remembrance      Presented By 
 

Howard Mose      Les & Marge Hotchkiss 

Born: Oct. 24, 1917      Jane Ellen Bussard 

Died: June 19, 2010      Julie Stickley 

        Lance & Nola Shew 

 
 

Vernice Kneisel 

Born: June 8, 1911       Judy Roeser 

Died: March 17, 2010 

 
 

 

Ken Marsh 

Born: April 27, 1927      Mary Marsh 

Died: July 25, 1984      Mary Wellemeyer 

 

 

 

 

Helen Koskela 

Born: Dec. 4, 1927       Mary Wellemeyer 

Died: July 21, 2009 

 

 

 



 

 

New Addresses 

 

Linda Teschner’s  

39560 Penny Lane 

Elyria, Ohio 44035 

 

248-534-3118 Cell Phone Number  

She looks forward to hearing 

from you! 

 

Kay VanderMeer 

313 Brookhallow Drive 

Oxford, MI 48371 

 

248-736-8512 

 

 

 

Betty Collins  16 

Dorothy Sherrit  23 

Julie Stickley  24 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Collins  12 

Mr. & Mrs. Bob Petrik  14 

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Matthews  23 



 

 

Please join us for the performance and after-
glow on Friday August 6, 2010 at 7:00 pm.  
 
We look forward to showing you what we have 
accomplished in the past 6 weeks and hope 
you enjoy the show!  



 

 

Pens 

Pencils 

Paper 

Highlighters 

Glue Sticks 

Folders 

Notebooks 

Backpacks 

Rulers 

Eraser 

Colored Pencils 

Binders 

Pocket Calculator 

Pocket Dictionary 

Crayons 

 

Bethel's 
August Mission 

School Supplies 

School Days. School Days 
Dear oleô golden rule days! 

Give the kids tools to learn!! 
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